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Hall of Fame Inductees Announced 


Edgar Lewy, Richard Graham, Frank Blumenthal and 
F. Burton Sellers were inducted into the National Writers 
Hall of Fame during the APS Writers Unit Breakfast at 
STaMpsHOW Aug. 22-25. 

Lewy was inducted posthumously into the Writers Hall 
of Fame following his death early this year, at the age of 64. 
Born in Berlin, he escaped Nazi Germany at the age of 10 
and made his home in Britain, where he was a founding 
member of the AIJP, the international philatelic journal- 
ists’ organization. “Philately, like other branches of human 
activity, suffers from an information explosion,” wrote 
Lewy, whose mission and livelihood over a period of 30 
years was to sort out this information and make it useful 
for the contemporary philatelist. In this country, Lewy was 
best known as the London correspondent of Linn’s Stamp 
News, where his columns always contained just that 
elusive tidbit that other writers missed. Most recently, he 
spearheaded the expose of the ProPhilForum reproduc- 
tions of great rarities. His passing leaves an almost irre- 
placeable role in a specialized area of philatelic literature. 

Richard Graham currently serves the U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society as the 1861-68 section editor ofits quarter- 
ly, The Chronicle of U.S. Philatelic Classic Issues, and has 
done so for more than a quarter of a century. A retired engi- 


neer from Columbus, OH, he wrote his first article in 1960 
for Robson Lowe’s The Philatelist and has done more than 
650 such articles since that time. He has produced 430 
columns and continues writing about complicated subjects 
in an easy-to-understand style. He has also edited for the 
society Neinken’s The United States One-Cent Stamp of 
1851 to 1861, Baker’s U.S. Classics, and the Towle-Meyer 
tome, Railroad Postmarks of the U.S. 1861-1886. In recog- 
nition of these labors, Graham has received four Classics 
Society awards for distinguished writing and service — the 
Ashbrook, Brookman, Chase and Perry Cups. Many other 
journals have benefitted from his talent in close to 100 
articles. 

Editors are often the unsung heroes of the philatelic 
literature field, laboring under relentless schedules and 
with limited resources. As editor, catalog compiler and 
columnist for a quarter century, Blumenthal has done it all 
in the production of various forms of philatelic literature. 
The major part of his philatelic career was devoted as 
editor of The Air Post Journal (APJ) from November of 
1971 to October of 1989. Co-compiler and reviewer of the 
50-year index to the APJ, he also wrote the foreign air mail 
first-flight cover section of several editions of the American 
Air Mail Catalog. 





